
CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS  

 

 

Thanks to the active ministry of the Rev J F Hodgson, Vicar of Horsham from 1840 to 1883, it 

was decided during the summer of 1848 to build a church in the village , and in 1850 the 

Consolidated Chapelry of Southwater was for med out of the south of Horsham Parish and the 

north of Shipley Parish.    

 

An acre of land was donated  by Sir Henry Fletcher of Ashley Park in Surrey , who had extensive 

land-holdings in the Southwater area, and the foundation stone was laid by Sir Henryõs son (then 

aged about fifteen) on 28 December 1848, the Feast Day of the Holy I nnocents. The dedication 

also derives from  the misfortune suffered by the Fletcher family as three of their children had 

died  in infancy . 

 

The stones for the outer walls came fr om a stone pit at Stammerham on Gri ggs Farm, close to 

where the by pass now crosses over the Tower Hill to Christõs Hospital road, and those for the 

inner wall were  excavated from a pit on Great House  Farm, near Bax Castle.   The cut stones for 

the windows and arches came from a quarry near the Sun Oak by St Leonardõs Forest.  

 

The belfry is of timber construction under a cedar shingle roof and houses a single bell.  This 

was cast in 1850 by C & G Mears, bell -founders of London, and is almost 17 inches in di ameter, 

hung on a B-frame and chimed by a solid built -up half wheel.   A forty -rung ladder is required to 

reach the belfry.  

 



Several men were employed to carry out the construction work for the church and they lodged 

in the village.   The architect was a M r W Harrison of London , and the builder a Mr Carruther of 

Reigate.   The cost was recorded as being òabout £ 1,800ó. 

 

The church was consecrated on 7 th  June 1850 by the Bishop of Chichester (Bishop Gilbert) and, 

afterwards, a luncheon was provided at Great  House Farm. 

 

The Vicar of 

Hor sham and his 

Curates took the 

services until the 

Rev Arthur Dendy of 

Chichester was 

appointed as 

perpetual C urate (he 

lived in Horsham 

until the Parsonage 

was built in 1854).  

 

The organ of 1880 

came from Worth 

Abbey and the 

vestry was added in 

1909.  

 

The stained -glass 

windows by Harold 

Thompson were 

installed in 1986 ; the 

six  north aisle 

windows depict the 

history of Christõs 

Hospital , and the 

south aisle has the 

Farmersõ window 

showing The Chase, 

Easteds, and Great 

House Farm.  

 

The òWheelwright õs 

and Blacksmithõsó 

window was 

presented by  the 

Piper   family ,   who 

also                                                        

donated   the   

òScouts                                          Bob Piper by the window donated by his family  

and     Guidesó  windows  

in  the  Chancel.     

 

 
 


